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Lift the lid
off Pegusus

What do I know of Pegasus? In Greek mythology it

was the flying horse that was
impossible
Bellerophon did not succeed in her mission. She
was killed and the horse was turned

to do the

constellation.

‘What about the Pegasus that opposition leaders are
accusing Modi and Amit Shah of using against
some of them. as well as others on the ruling
party’s list of suspects? Will that Pegasus, too,
meet the fate of the Greek horse? In the process
will it singe those who purchased the software
from NSO, the Israeli company that made the
software? Who purchased the software? How
much was spent? What was the purpose? Such
questions are never, and will never be, answered.
If they were answered, the world of cloaks and
daggers would collapse. In which eventuality
would the security of life and property and the
security of nations be in jeopardy? All countries of
the world, even tiny ones with a limited number of
inhabitants, are required to keep a watch on their
own citizens who are bent on disturbing peace. I
was never entrusted with the task of collecting or

intelligence.

hopeless in the art of spying. When I was a Deputy

Commissioner of Police in Mumbai in the late

sixties, my course mate, Suryakant Jog, hurried to

see me in my office one day with an intercept his

Special Branch had made. He hurried me off my

the Commissioner’s

Bal

Sena’s founder and chief, was talking to one of his

<shakha pramukhs’ about an attack on a public

meeting to be addressed by the labour leader,

George Fernandes, that very evening in Shivaji

Park, which came squarely in my jurisdiction. The

Police Commissioner was SG Pradhan. He sent

Suryakant post haste to meet the Chief Minister,

Vasantrao Naik, with this sensitive piece of

information. In the meantime, the Commissioner

and I wrapped up our strategy to counter the Shiv

Sena’s plan. Suryakant got the Chief Minister’s

ear immediately on arrival at the latter’s office.

Suryakant later told me that Naik did not bat an

eyelid. It was obvious that he knew of the plan and

had kept the information to himself. Suryakant got
the feeling that Thackeray’s plan had the CM’s

When this was communicated to

Pradhan in my presence we were mystified. The

Commissioner left it to me to navigate the waters.

to strengthen

Inspector in charge was an old hand. He told me

that he had dealt with dozens of such political

gatherings successfully and he could not
understand why a young DCP with limited hands-
should
arrangements. I could not tell him why but I had in
my own way made the defences harder to
penetrate. When the Sainiks decided to abandon
their diabolical plan, and the meeting ended

I was asked how the CM'’s

expectations were not met. I pleaded ignorance. If

the attack had taken place, there would have been

a major confrontation between.

analysing

seat to
telephone intercept.

approval!

I decided

on experience

without a ripple,

sed by Bellerophon
reach Heaven.

into a

I would have been

room with the
Thackeray, the Shiv

the defences. The

disrupt time-tested

DyCM visits sites for 600-bed MCH

Ahmedabad : Deputy chief
minister Nitin Patel on Sunday
visited three locations that
have been shortlisted for
setting up new 600-bed
maternal and child health
(MCH) wing in Vadodara. The
hospital is proposed to be
equipped with modern
equipment, maternity and
paediatric departments, ICU
for pregnant women, NICU for
children, PICU and nutritional
rehabilitation centre among
others. Patel accompanied by
district collector and officials
of state-run SSG Hospital
explored the three options
including the empty plot at
Yavteshwar compound, space
available near staff quarters
behind Kirti Mandir and
infectious disease hospital at

Karelibaug. Last year, the state
government had announced
setting up this facility at a cost
of Rs 180 crore which was
budgeted. Of this, Rs 50 crore
have been sanctioned as first
instalment. Patel
accompanied by district
collector and officials of state-
run SSG Hospital explored the
three options including the
empty plot at Yavteshwar
compound, space available near
staff quarters behind Kirti Mandir
and infectious disease hospital
at Karelibaug. The hospital is
proposed to be equipped with
modern equipment, maternity
and paediatric departments, ICU
for pregnant women, NICU for
children, PICU and nutritional
rehabilitation centre among
others.

Disinvestment delay may affect revenue inflow

The government is seeking to garner resources through two main routes — greater tax buoyancy and successful

disinvestment. On tax buoyancy, there is a bit of a chicken-and-eqg situation. If tax revenue rises robustly, the govt will

spend well and give a boost to the recovery momentum. But tax revenue will not rise unless there is a recovery momentum.

So, we get back to disinvestment and privatisation which can have a degree of autonomy.

Opinion among analysts is veering round
to the view that the government’s
disinvestment agenda, which includes
privatisation, is likely to get delayed. If
this were to happen, it will imposé a cost
not just on the economy but also on the
general level and sense of well-being.
The hope among government circles is
that with the ferocity of the second
Covid-19 wave abating, the much feared
third wave will not turn out to be a lethal
one even if it were to make a brief
appearance. If this were to happen, the
current financial year will see a proper
recovery by achieving around 10 per
cent growth that will go a part of the way
in undoing the damage done by the
massive 7.3 per cent economic
contraction of last year.

A recovery must go hand in hand with an
improving fiscal situation and for that to

and 16 per cent. Besides, demand for
bank finance and therefore growth
prospects have remained subdued
because of the economic uncertainty.
NPAs (non-performing assets) belong to
the past. What is critical for
disinvestment or privatisation to succeed
is the future. Can there be investor
confidence that under private
management, these banks can be made to
turn around and give a better account of
themselves? This, in turn, is predicated
on their market presence. Large public
sector banks have a wide reach through
their massive branch networks and once
potential borrowers know that their
proposals will be dealt with
professionally and promptly, they will
eagerly come forward. But speculation
over which are the two public sector
banks whose privatisation has been

happen, the revenue from dis
will have to live up to expectations

(2021-22 budget has anticipated a disinvestment bonanza
of Rs 1.75 lakh crore against the paltry Rs 32,800 crore
garnered last year). Conversely, disappointing
disinvestment revenue will tie the government’s hands
and not allow it to go in for the spending stimulus without
which a proper recovery cannot take place. What the
government will not do to get resources to spend is to
engage in a huge dose of deficit financing by placing
bonds with the RBI and getting an accommodation,
something that is commonly referred to as printing
money. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has uttered
an unambiguous “no” to this idea in Parliament. So, the
government is seeking to garner resources through two
main route:
disinvestment. On tax buoyancy, there is a bit of a
chicken-and-egg situation. If tax revenue rises robustly,
the government will spend well and give a boost to the
recovery momentum. But tax revenue will not rise
robustly unless there is a recovery momentum. So, we get
back to disinvestment and privatisation which can have a
degree of autonomy. Irrespective of how the recovery
momentum picks up, disinvestment can go ahead, driven
as it is by other factors. Thus we can have a situation
where recovery is sluggish but disinvestment makes
progress, putting some much needed resources in the

government’s hands and enabling it to spend. This will
give the recovery a push which will, in turn, bring in more
revenue. Right now, government sources are manfully
asserting that the disinvestment agenda will be met, give
or take a month or two. Some progress has indeed been
made with the government receiving ‘expressions of
interest’ from intending bidders, but the overall progress
has been slow as bidders have been unable to do due
diligence with necessary rigour because of travel
restrictions imposed by partial lockdowns. Three
individual cases bear listing. The privatisation of Air
India faces uncertainty with Cairn Energy seeking to lay
its hands on the national carrier’s international assets.
LIC’s IPO (initial public offering) process has slowed
down because of Covid-19 related hurdles. And this in
turn, has acted as a decelerator to the privatisation of
Bharat Petroleum. But what has really set back the whole
idea of privatisation is the vulnerability that the
government’s proposal to privatise two public sector
banks has developed. Privatising public sector banks was
a bold political idea which thereby became high profile.
Political opposition to the move is there, but this was to be
expected. What is more serious is the heightened balance
sheet stress that the banks are facing as a result of the
pandemic-induced slowdown in loan recovery. They are
burdened with non-performing assets ranging between 9

proposed by the Niti Aayog indicates that
they cannot be called truly large. The
whole issue is whether commercial banking as we know
it has a bright future. If it does, then there will be no lack
of investor interest. The success of the massive Zomato
public issue and the general buoyancy of the stock market
indicate that investors have the resources and the
willingness to invest, provided they can get enthused by a
business. Right now, there does not appear to be any
public enthusiasm over the privatisation of public sector
banks and that is putting a damper on the whole idea of
disinvestment. Hence, the speculation that a part or a lot
of the disinvestment process will get delayed and carried
over to the next financial year. This will have adverse
revenue implications which will dampen the
government’s urge to spend. This brings us to the cardinal
issue of the public’s sense of well-being. Distribution of
highly subsidised or free rations is essential to take care of
the plight of workers, particularly migrants, who are
without income. Plus, small businesses remain in acute
need of working capital to get their business going. The
absolute priority for the government is to spend
adequately in these two areas. It has to do this either
through growing revenue or by printing notes. When note
printing is out, recovery is subdued and the disinvestment
agenda is uncertain. It does not bode well for consumer
confidence and the overall public sense of well-being.

Medical education fraternity opposes
draft PG admission regulations

AHMEDABAD: The draft of
Postgraduate Medical
Education Regulations 2021
has met with stiff opposition
by the medical education
fraternity in Gujarat. Experts
cited that if the proposal sees
light of the day in its current
form, the power of the state
would be undermined. It may
also lead to reduction of PG
seats for Gujarat students.

A provision of the draft PG
regulations aims to centralise
and designate the Directorate
General of Health Services,
Ministry of Health and Family

Welfare, Government of India
as the designated authority
for counselling for state quota
seats. Currently, counselling
for UG and PG medical seats
is done by state-appointed
admission committees.

“Different states have their
own quota for admission of
students. The new regulation
aims to do away with the role
of states in this regard. This
could lead to a decline in the
number of seats in the state,”
?aid an expert in the medical
eld.

In Gujarat, there are 2,287

seats for PG courses in state
quota that may be impacted
by the proposed regulations,
said sources.

“All these years the PG
medical admission process
has been running smoothly
and there seems to be no
reason for changing this. In
states like Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra and Telangana
the quota depends on the area
where the PG medical seats
lie,” said an academician in the
medical field.

The academician said that
while the move is being

43% of vaccine beneficiaries
in Gujarat below 44 years

AHMEDABAD: On July 30,
Gujarat became third state in
India to cross 2.5 crore first

doses of Covid-19
vaccinations. In fact, the

83% Barodians paid fines digitally in 2020

Ahmedabad : 'Tdon't have
change. Can I come later to
pay the penalty’? For the last
17 months, the traffic police
haven't heard this excuse
much from citizens who have
committed traffic offences.
Barodians have now taken to
digital mode to shell out the
traffic fines after being sent e-
challans. In 2020, over 83%
of citizens paid e-challans
digitally.

"It is a big change in the
last few years as people used
to visit the police station or
police bhavan earlier to pay
the penalty. In last couple of
years, most people have
begun paying online. And it is
convenient for the cops too,”
said Shamsher Singh, city
police commissioner. Citizens
are either paying through the
website or the mobile app.

In 2019, the police
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department collected Rs 6.11
crore traffic penalty through e-
challans of which 66% was
paid online. The police
department has recently
started collecting on the spot
traffic penalties through point
of sale (PoS) machines. The
traffic cops have been given
120 PoS machines that cover
60 different points in the city.
Whenever commuters are
caught committing a traffic
offence, cops offer them an
option to either pay by cash
or debit/credit card. In the last
45 days, the cops have issued
11,412 traffic memos and
collected Rs 63.77 lakh.

month was marked by the
maximum vaccination so far
atabout 75 lakh —22% of the
total vaccination so far since
the drive started in January
this year. Analysis of the
vaccination trends also shows
that now the 18-44 years age
group has emerged as the
biggest beneficiary of the
initiative with 43% or four out
of every 10 vaccinations
administered in this group,
surpassing 45-60 years age
group. However, the senior
citizens lead the tally when it
comes to full vaccination. The
share of youngsters is slightly
higher than the national
average of 41%.

Likewise, out of 19.65 lakh
healthcare and frontline
workers, 76% or 15 lakh are
fully vaccinated. The state has
2,869 vaccination centres, of
which 31 are privately-run.

Moreover, the COWIN

dashboard revealed that
vaccination in rural areas has
increased in the state —
against 1.27 lakh doses
administered in urban areas,
1.49 lakh were recorded in
rural areas. Among the cities,
Ahmedabad has administered
29.27 lakh first doses, and
9.08 lakh second doses,
making 31% of the vaccine
takers fully vaccinated. The
share is 35% in Surat and
36% in Vadodara cities, reveal

the dashboard.
“Rapid vaccination is a
major goal for the

preparations to thwart the
third wave of the pandemic,”
said a public health expert.

opposed by many non-BIJP
states while BIP ruled states
may not oppose it openly even
if its wrests their powers in the
matter of PG medical
admissions.

There shall be a common
counseling for admission in all
Medical Educational
Institutions to all Postgraduate
Broad-Specialty courses
(Diploma/ MD/ MS) on the
basis of merit list of the
National Exit Test and to all
Postgraduate Super-Specialty
courses (DM/MCh) on the
basis of merit list of the
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test, as per the
draft. “The designated
authority for counselling for all
the postgraduate broad
specialty seats in the country
for eligible institutions under
the National Medical
Commission (both the 50% All
India Quota seats of the
contributing states and the
50% State Quota seats
including all applicable
reservations) shall be the
Directorate General of Health
Services, Ministry of Health
and Family  Welfare,
Government of India,” as per
the draft. The draft, proposed
by the National Medical
Council (NMC), also aims to
introduce licentiate
examination called the
National Exit Test (NeXT) for
enrolment in medical registers
that could replace NEET for
admission to PG courses.

WESTERN RAILWAY - RAJKOT DI
TENDER FOR THE CONTRACT OF TEA & REFRESHMENT STALL
‘Tender No. DRM/COMML/04/2021 DATED 30-07-2021
: for the Contract of Tea & Refreshment Stall (Non Prime
Location) at Special Minor Unit (S1Us) Reserved for Schedule Caste and Schedule

1 &

Name of Work; “Tender

ON

Tribes of the ‘A& B
under Single Packet Systern’”

Rajkot Division

" Rese] Resorve

Sr. Tender Location of e

No|  Notice No. Catering Stail ed |Price Pl EVD

{07 | CA45/SNMUIHAPAI Near Running Room at SC | 52,500/~ | 5,500/~
|CIRCULATING/01 iapa Stati

02 | CA5/SMU/SUNR/ Near New FOB landing at ST |1,80,000/418,800/-}
[ CIRCULAT! i

Tender Form Fae : ¥ 5,900/, "License fee will be fixed for the first three vears and in
the fourth year, it will be enhanced by 10% Licence fee for the fourth and ffth year will
remain same = duled Caste, ST = Schedule Tribes. Date of

Commencement; As advised by Divisional Railway Manager (Comm.)-Rajxot, Date
and Time of Closing of Tender and Opening of Tender : On 06-09-2021 at 15:00
Hrs. and On 06-09-2021 at 15:30 Hrs. for all above Tenders. Tenure of Contract: For
@ poriod of 05 years only. No further axtension/ronewal. Validity of Tender: 80 days.

Address of the office from where the details will be available: Office of Sr.
Divisional Commercial Manager, Divisional Railway Manager Office, Kothi
Compound. Ralkcr:360001. Dring the allworking days from 10:00 rs. to 17:00 rs

Website addres: ure2y

Like us on: I3 facebook: mIWesternRIy-Folluw s on: m/WesternRly
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NOTICE OF THE 26th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, BOOK
CLOSURE AND REMOTE E-VOTING INFORMATION

Notice is hereby given that the 26th Annual General Meeting (*26th AGM")

of the Members of MAS Financial Services Limited will be heldon Wednesday,

August 25, 2021 at 11:30 A.M. through Video Conferencing ("VC") / Other

Audo Visua Means (*OAVIY')to transact the business, as st out n the Notice

has sent the Annual Report along with Notice convening
260 AGH on  Friday, Jly 30, 2021, through electronic mode to ll e Membare
Whose e-mall IDs are registered with the Company's Registrar & Share Transfer
Agent, M/s. Link Intimelndia Private Limited/ Depository Participant (s) in
accordance with the Circular issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs vide
Circular No. 14/2020 dated April 08, 2020, Circular No.17/2020 dated April 13,
2020 issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs followed by Circular No. 20/
2020 dated May 05, 2020, Circular No. 22/2020 dated June 15, 2020, Circular
No. 33/2020 dated September 28, 2020, Circular No. 39/2020 dated December
31,2020, and Circular No. 02/2021 dated January 13, 2021 and Circular No. 10/
2021 dated June 23, 2021 ("MCA Circulars") and Circular No. SEBI/HO/CFD/
CMD1/CIR/P/2020/79 dated May 12, 2020'and Gircular No. SEBI/HO/CFD/
CMD2/CIR/P/2021/11 dated January 15, 2021 issued by the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) ("Circulars"). The Annual Report along with
the Notice convening the AGM is also available on the website of the Company
at www.mas.co.in, website of the stock Exchanges .. BSE Ltd. and National
stock Exchange of India Limited www.bseindia.comand
www.nseindia.comrespectively and on the website of Central Depository
Services (India) Limited (CDSL) at www.evotingindia.com. Notice is also hereby
given that pursuant to the provisions of Section 91 of the Companies Act,
2013, the Register of Members and Share Transfer Books of the Company will
remain closed from Thursday, August 19, 2021 to Wednesday, August 25, 2021
(both days inclusive) for the purpose of identification of shareholders to
whom dividend is to be paid and for the purpose of 26th AGM of the Company.
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 108 of the Act and Rule 20 of the
Companies (Managementand Administration) Rules, 2014 as amended and
Regulation 44 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations
and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, members are provided wi

the facility to cast their vote electronically through e-voting services provided
by the CDSL on all resolutions as set forth in the 26th AGM Notice. The voting
rights of the members shall be in proportion to the equity shares held by them
in the paid-up equity share capital of the Company as on Wednesday, August
18, 2021 ("cut-off date").

“The remote e-voting period commences on Saturday, August 21, 2021 at

09:00 A.M. and will end on Tuesday, August 24, 2021 at 5.00
period, the Members may cast their vote electronically. The remote e-voting
odule shal be dissbied by CDSL thercafter Those Members, who shal be
present in the AGM through VC/OVAM facility and had not cast their votes on
the Resolutions through remote e-voting and are otherwise not barred from
doing so, shall be eligible to vote through e-voting system during the AGM.
bers who have cast their votes by remote e-voting prior to the
AGM may also attend/particpate in the AGM trough VC/OAVM but shall not
be entitled to cast their votes agail
e manner of emote &-voing andl voting at the AGM by members holding
shares in dematerilized mode, physical mode and for memoers ho have ot
registered their email addresses is provided in the Notice of the
Any person, who acquires shares of the Company and becomes a Member
of the Company after the Notice has been sent electronically by the Company
and holds shares as on the cut-off date; may obtain the log in 1D and password
by sending a request to helpdesk helpdesk. evoting@cdsiindia.com. However,
if he/she is already registered with CDSL for remote e-voting, then he/she can
use his/herexisting User ID and password for casting the votes.

In case Member(s) have not registered their e-mail addresses with the
Company/Depository, please follow the below instructions to register e-mail
address for obtaining Annual Report and login details for e-voting -

. For members haling shares n Physical mode - lease provide necessary
details like Folio me of shareholder by e-mail to
riddhi_bhayani@mas.co.i
b. Members holcing shares n Demat mode can get their E-mail D registered
by contacting their respective Depository Participant or by e-mail to
riddhi_bhayani@mas.co.in.
case you have any queries pertaining to e-voting, members may refer
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) and e-voting manual available at
www.evotingindia.com, under help section or write e-mail to
helpdesk.evoting@cdslindia.comor contact Mr. Rakesh Dalvi, Authorised
Representative, Central Depository Services (India) Limited, A Wing, 25th
Floor Marathon Futurex, Mafata til Compounds, N M Joshi Marg, Lower
Parel (East), Mumbai - 400013 or call 180022553
For, MAS FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED
SD/-

p.m. DUring this

Place : Ahmedabad
Date : July 30, 2021

Company Secretary & Compliance
Mem. No. A41206
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(Formerly

PRAVEG COMMUNICATIONS (INDIA) LIMITED

Limited in which Praveg C:

PRAVEG

Acclerating deas

CIN: L24231GJ1995PLC024809
Registered Office: 214, Athena Avenue, Behind Jagua
Showroom, S.G. nghway, Gota, Ahmedabad -382481
Website: .

Email: cs@praveg.com | Phane: £9179 27496737

NOTICE

Pursuant to Regulation 29 read with 47 of the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015 (Listing Regulations), notice is hereby given that a
meeting of the Board of Directors of the Company is scheduled to be
held on Friday, August 13, 2021 inter alia to consider and approve
the standalone and consolidated unaudited financial results of the

Company for the quarter ended June 30, 2021.
The said notice may be accessed on the company's website at
www.praveg.com and may also be accessed on the stock exchange's

website www.bseindia.com.

For Praveg Communications (India) Limited
(Formerly known as Sword and Shield Pharma Limited)
Mukesh Chaudhary
Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

Place : Ahmedabad
Date : August 2, 2021
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